Attorney Docket No. 126239-1021 



REMARKS 

Favorable consideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

The present application is a continuation application of U.S. patent No. 6,657,646, filed 
June 8, 1999. 

By the present preliminary amendment, the specification and Claims 27-41 are amended 
to correct typographic errors and new Claims 42-79 are presented for examination on the merits. 
No new matter is added by way of these amendments. Applicants submit that new Claims 42-79 
are deemed to be self-evident from the original disclosure and thus are not deemed to raise any 
issues of new matter. 

Applicants note that Claims 21-25 were previously canceled by Applicants' Preliminary 
Amendment, filed together with the above-identified application on October 9, 2003. Applicants 
further note that Claims 1-20 were previously canceled and that Claims 26-41 were previously 
presented by Applicants' Second Preliminary Amendment, filed on February 10, 2004. 



DALLAS 1555679v2 



15 



Attorney Docket No. 126239-1021 



CONCLUSION 



The present application is believed to be in condition for a full and thorough examination 
on the merits. An early and favorable consideration of the present application is hereby 
respectfully requested. 

A fee for additional claims in the amount of $2,800 is due and a check is enclosed in that 
amount. No additional fees are believed due at this time. If this is incorrect, Applicants hereby 
authorize the Commissioner to charge any fees, other than issue fees, that may be required by 
this paper to Deposit Account No. 07-0153. The Examiner is respectfully requested to call 
Applicants' Attorney for any reason that would advance the current application to issue. Please 
reference Attorney Docket No. 126239-1021. 

Dated: June 2, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 
GARDERE WYNNE SEWELL LLP 




Karl L. Larson 
Registration No. 41,141 

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANTS 



1601 Elm Street 



Dallas, Texas 75201-4761 
Telephone: (214) 999-4887 
Facsimile: (214)999-3623 
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